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SENIOR MINISTER OF STATE DR KOH POH KOON TO ATTEND THE
7™ ASEM ECONOMIC MINISTERS’ MEETING IN
SEOUL, REPUBLIC OF KOREA, FROM 21 TO 22 SEPTEMBER 2017

1. Senior Minister of State for Trade and Industry Dr Koh Poh Koon will
represent Singapore at the 7" Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) Economic
Ministers’ Meeting (EMM) in Seoul, Republic of Korea (ROK), from 21 to 22
September 2017. The EMM will be the first since 2005, and brings together
trade and economic ministers from Asia and Europe to discuss matters of
shared interests and bolster bilateral engagement.

2. The theme of the 7" ASEM EMM is “Reconnecting Asia-Europe:
Innovative Partnership for Inclusive Prosperity”. At the meeting, the ministers
will reaffirm the rules-based multilateral trading system and lay the foundations
for productive discussions ahead of the 11" Ministerial Conference of the World
Trade Organisation (WTO) in Buenos Aires in December 2017. The ministers
will also discuss ways to strengthen Asia-Europe connectivity and achieve
sustainable and inclusive growth.

3. Dr Koh said, “The revitalisation of the EMM comes at a timely and
meaningful juncture as countries around the world grapple with technology-
driven disruptions to their economies and global supply chains. It is an
opportunity for Asia and Europe, which jointly account for more than half of the
world’s GDP, trade, and population, to come together to discuss ways to
address these shared challenges. | look forward to a robust discussion and
exchange of ideas with our ASEM partners.”

4. Dr Koh will be accompanied by officials from the Ministry of Trade and
Industry and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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